
6th BARRIER DISCUSSION 
 

WIA youth eligibility requirements  
An eligible youth is an individual who: 
  1. Is not less than 14 and not more than 21 at time of enrollment; 
  2. Is a low income individual; and 
  3. Is within one or more of the following categories; 
   a. Deficient in basic literacy skills; 
   b. School dropout 
   c. Homeless, runaway, or foster child; 
   d. Pregnant or parenting; 
   e. Offender; 
   f. Is an individual (including a youth with a disability) who has no vocational/employment 

goal and has below average grades or has a poor work history (to include no work history) 
or has been fired from a job in the last six calendar months.  (NOTE:  This is the current 
6th barrier definition) 

 
Suggested Revision to Definition: 
An at-risk youth is one who requires additional assistance to complete an educational program, or to 
secure and hold employment and includes one or more of the following characteristics: 
a. Out-of-school youth; 
b. Youth who “aged out of foster care; 
c. Migrant youth; 
d. Child of incarcerated parent; 
e. Native American; 
f. Disabled;  
g. Refugee; 
h. Chronic behavior problems in school; 
i. Family illiteracy; 
j. Victim/witness of domestic violence or other abuse;  
k. Substance abuse;  
l. Limited English proficiency; 
m. Lacks occupational goal/skills; 
 
 

 


