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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dan Miles, Chair; Mike McGinley, Vice Chair; Marty Copps; 
Thomas Curry; Gail Richardson; Jeff Rupp; and Dore Schwinden (Designee for Keith Kelly.) 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Michael DesRosier and Anna Whiting Sorrell (Designee: TJ 
Eyer.)   

STAFF:  Leisa Smith, Dan Berhardt, and Danielle Nettleton. 

GUESTS: Larry Rowland, Tom Frisby, Diana Reetz-Stacey, Will Stubsten, Denise McGivern, 
Joe Strelnik, Judy Cerise, Rachel Scheett, Lynn Clark, Sarah DeMoney, Suzanne Ferguson, 
Kathy Steil, Carol Hanel, Connie Kinsey, Pat Wise, and Kay Strayer.  

 

I. Welcome and Introduction  
 

Chairman Dan Miles called the meeting to order at 9:14 a.m. He welcomed committee members 
and guests. Chair Miles requested staff review the committee’s goals and vision, and report the 
status at the beginning of each meeting.  
 
 Roll call, Housekeeping, and Meeting Documents 

 
Danielle Nettleton conducted roll call, addressed housekeeping items, and reviewed 
meeting materials. She announced the meeting would be recorded and available online. 
Chair Miles explained the committee conducts business under Roberts Rules of Order. He 
stated he would relax Roberts Rules of Order to encourage active and open discussion. He 
reminded members of the public to state their name clearly for the accuracy of the minutes. 

 Agenda 
 
Chair Miles reviewed the Agenda; it was accepted, as presented, by consensus. 

 Minutes 
 
Chair Miles reviewed the January 21, 2009 committee meeting minutes. Mike McGinley 
made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented. Dore Schwinden seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously.  

 



II. WIA/Wagner-Peyser State Plan Modification Review 
 

Leisa Smith, State Workforce Investment Board Director reported on the changes, updates, and 
additions to the Draft 2009 State Plan Modification. For more information regarding the 
overview, you may watch the committee meeting online at: 
http://www.swib.mt.gov/ArchivedMeetings.asp. 

Committee Discussion: 

Pat Wise reported the Section I: State Vision and Priorities is currently being re-written by the 
Governor’s Office.  The focus will follow the newly created 21st Century Workforce Technology 
and Apprenticeship Training Bureau. Dave Morey, Bureau Chief, will work with the Governor’s 
Office to complete the section prior to the June 11, 2009 Executive Committee meeting.  

Mike McGinley asked how training providers are added to the eligible training providers list. Ms. 
Smith reported she would research the process and follow up with Mr. McGinley.  

Marty Copps inquired about layoffs in Miles City and impacts to services provided by the One-
Stop Systems.  Staff reported the layoff was not related to the Workforce Investment Act 
programs. The layoffs were due to a funding cut which eliminated the Work Program out of 
Department of Public Health and Human Services. 

Tom Curry asked if Montana was meeting or exceeding the oversight requirement. Gary Wright 
reported the United States Department of Labor (USDOL) requires providers be monitored 
every two years, Montana exceeds the requirement by performing annual monitoring.  

Mike DesRosier commented the Unemployment rate is very high on reservations, he asked if 
any special efforts were being made to hire Native Americans to help Native Americans in need 
of services.  Dore Schwinden stated the department is mindful of the needs regarding One-Stop 
staffing, including a focus on priority areas specifically Native Americans and Veteran 
populations.  

Mr. Schwinden and Gail Richardson thanked staff for their hard work on the State Plan. 

Jeff Rupp requested the WIA unit provide the Summer Youth Performance Measure to 
providers as soon as possible.  

Chair Miles requested page 10 be updated from the 2007 legislative session to 2009 session 
regarding tuition increases. He inquired into why more demographic information was not 
represented on page11. He requested the department keep members and staff appraised and 
involved with Green Job Industry Meetings.  He noted the State Agency Management Team 
was mentioned throughout the plan, he requested a representative report out at a board 
meeting on their current activities.  

Chair Miles asked for clarification on the SWIB’s oversight of the plan. Ms. Smith reported the 
SWIB does have oversight responsibility of the State Plan and its modifications. Chair Miles 
requested staff highlight all tasks and goals in the plan and develop a process for the committee 
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to follow and ensure everything is or will be happening the way stated. He suggested 
developing a check sheet and providing updates at every meeting.  He thanked staff for their 
hard work.  

All members in attendance approved the Draft State Plan to move forward to the Executive 
Committee as amended. 

III. Updates 
 

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

Suzanne Ferguson, WIA Supervisor, reported all monitoring, except one program operator, had 
been completed. No discrepancies were found. Monitoring will begin again in July.  Staff will 
monitor the Summer Youth program and update USDOL monthly. There will be additional 
monitoring requirements for Recovery Act Funds.  

Ms. Ferguson reviewed funding levels for PY09. She clarified the formula used to calculate 
funding amounts was approved by the SWIB in 2008 with a 10% hold harmless policy.   

Ms. Richardson recommended the funding be presented to the Executive Committee. Tom 
Curry seconded the recommendation with Mr. Rupp abstaining.  

Gary Wright reported staff is currently in the process of developing a budget to display current 
levels of the Governors Set-Aside Funds and the previous years spending; it will be reviewed by 
the Governor’s Office.  He announced all spending over the last year was from SIWB 
recommendations and action, except the $15,000 for the Work Keys/Win pilot program.  

IV. Other Business  
 

Chair Miles reported the next meeting will be held following board and committee 
reappointments.  

V. Adjourn  
 

With no further business, Mr. Curry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:08 p.m.; Ms. 
Copps seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

 

 


